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this purpose. The only sane way to handle an outbreak of this disease is to use anti-hog-cholera serum. Even this is not recommended as a cure for the pigs already affected, but should be used as a preventative. The farmer who waits until his herd is sick before using this method of prevention is usually disappointed in the results, for many animals die in spite of the vaccination. Serum is sometimes injected into pigs sick of cholera in the hope that it will pull a few of them through. While some animals apparently recover after such treatment, no assurance can be given that it will always be effective.
There are two methods of preventive treatment. One is known as the serum-alone or single treatment, while the other is called the serum-virus, simultaneous, or double treatment. The single treatment is not as popular as formerly, because it gives the treated animals a short-lived immunity, usually lasting about a month or six weeks. The single treatment is also used to immunize healthy hogs or to treat animals in the early stages of the disease. It cannot cause cholera because the serum does not contain any of the germs of this disease. The single treatment is of value in cases in which only a temporary immunity is desired. It may be used when pigs are to be shipped, to protect them while in transit, to treat sows in advanced stages of pregnancy, or to treat a herd which is not in good enough condition to withstand the shock of the double treatment. Some owners object to the double treatment of suckling pigs and, for this reason, small pigs are often single-treated to protect them until after they are weaned. This method necessitates continuous retreatment once every month or six weeks or the application of the double treatment a month after the single treatment, if permanent immunity is desired. The single treatment has its advantages and disadvantages. It is safe but short-lived, while the double treatment immunizes animals for life. The cost of either is approximately the same.
The double treatment involves the use of both serum and